MARC JULIEN

A Survivor On A Mission To
Help Children With Cancer
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When Marc Julien was diagnosed in with
stage-four cancer in his lymphoid and tonsil =. \ MED‘CI\L

in 2018, his world was turned on its axis. A STAFF

home builder found himself in a fight that would test his faith,
stamina and spirit.

Forty days of treatment, months of recovery helped pull him
through what he calls “the hardest reset of my life.”

The local doctors who treated him and made his recovery pos-
sible are Dr. Gomolin (his oncologist) Dr. Wiess (his head and neck
specialist) and Dr. Williams (his Radiologist).

Though cancer treatment is often grueling Julien saw the rain-
bow through the rain.

“Cancer is the best thing that ever happened to me. It made me
a better person and a better father. You learn fast that you can’t
change the past, and the future hasn’t happened yet. All you have is
the present and you have to make the most of it.”

S uddenly the Delray Beach real estate developer and custom
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Julien has done just that.

When he recovered Julien began train-
ing for the “Race Across America,” the
world’s toughest endurance cycling event.
It's a 3,000-mile bike race from Oceans-
ide, California to Annapolis, Maryland. He
trained for two and a half years and rode
over 10,000 miles a year.

As he prepared for the race, Julien did
research to find a foundation with a re-
cord of financial transparency and impact.

He found the perfect charity - The Na-
tional Pediatric Cancer Foundation. This
34-year-old organization was founded by
two mothers desperate to find cures for
their own children who had cancer.

NPCF had a 100% rating on Charity
Navigator, and they spend 89 cents of ev-
ery dollar to support research programs.

“That’s extremely high. When you see
a foundation with that level of responsi-
bility, integrity, and efficiency you know
they’re doing something right,” said Julien.

It turns out that children’s cancer re-

search only receives 4% of federal cancer funding, while adult
cancers get 96%. Even more devastating, children are treated with
harsh adult chemotherapy protocols, leaving 95% of survivors
with potential long-term health issues.

“They knew not enough was being done,” said Dawn Zachman,
NPCF’s Chief Growth & Impact Officer. “If more people were work-
ing on children’s cancers, we would find cures faster”

So, the moms built a foundation that consists of 38 hospitals na-
tionwide that united to develop better, less toxic, and more effective
treatments for pediatric cancers.

That network became the Sunshine Research Project, a collabor-
ative research avenue that accelerates clinical trials for childhood
cancers, including rare forms that often receive little or no funding.

Every year NPCF has over 100 doctors, scientists, and researchers
come to a two-day summit in Tampa Florida. At this important Sum-
mit they analyze current trials, discuss failures and breakthroughs,
and pitch ideas for the next major advance in pediatric oncology.

“It's a place where top pediatric researchers can sit at one table
and say, ‘This worked. This didn’t. How can we make it better.’ This
type of collaboration can save lives,” said Zachman.

One of the most important features of The Sunshine Research
Project is that it allows children to get into cutting-edge trials with-
out uprooting their lives and families. A child in Gainesville, the
Bronx, or Los Angeles can enroll in the same pediatric cancer trial
without having to travel across the country.

“Hospitals don’t give money to other hospitals. But when donors
give to the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation, the money fol-
lows the child. It goes where the patients need it,” said Zachman.

This model makes rare cancer trials possible. Many pediatric
cancers can only be studied when they have 30 patients in the trial.
NPCF and The Sunshine Research Project solve that problem by en-
rolling children across the country at local partner hospitals.

“Without this system,” Zachman said, “some trials would take
years, or never happen at all”

The foundation also assists families battling pediatric cancer
with their healthcare Navigator Program. This state-of-the art pro-
gram is headed up by Kelly Goddard. Goddard, who is a nurse, has
a daughter who was diagnosed with cancer at 10 months old. Doc-

tors said she would not survive, but Goddard fought to find a clini-
cal trial. Her daughter is now a healthy six-year-old.

Goddard now helps other families find trials for their children
with cancer. She understands the options and helps them navigate
the system.

Julien also believes in options and knows the value of picking
the right one. That's why he completed the Race Across America in
2021 with a team of 7 riders and 16 crew members who were all
impacted by cancer. Since then, two have passed from Cancer. They
raised $300,000 for lymphoma and pediatric cancer research.

It was during that experience that he met Zachman and officially
committed to NPCF’s mission. Julien is now a community advo-
cate and title sponsor for one of the Foundation’s most meaningful
events: Fashion Funds The Cure.

The event (that's been held in 10 states) comes to Boca Raton
April 25, 2026, at Boca West Country Club. Julien is the title spon-
sor for this heartfelt charity event.

There is a fashion show with different segments. Child cancer
warriors will walk the runway hand-in-hand with professional
models. Guests will hear their stories, ages, diagnoses, and dreams.

Models will showcase fashion looks from Town Center at Boca
Raton. The Alumni Walk features child survivors, and the show
closes with a Dream Walk with children in outfits of the profession
they aspire to be as adults. A dreamer who wants to be a veterinar-
ian might walk out to “Who Let the Dogs Out,” or a future teacher
might hear “Schoolhouse Rock.”

Though Julien’s physical health has returned, he has not forgot-
ten the emotional gifts he received from this struggle.

“Cancer stripped my life down to what matters - family, time and
purpose. Helping kids fight a battle they never asked for is also of
great importance.”

For Marc Julien and the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation,
survival is not the end of the story. It is the beginning of a mission
to give every child the chance to grow up, dream big and walk their
own runway to a brighter future.

For tickets to the event, donate or become a sponsor go to: Na-
tionalpcf.org/Boca or contact Dawn Zachman at dzachman@na-
tionalpcf.org.
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